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In September, the global stem cell community arrived in Cambridge to take part in the three-day 
International Stem Cell Symposium.  Over 450 delegates gathered at West Road Concert Hall to hear 
talks from leading stem cell scientists and share their own research with collaborators and friends from 
around the world. 

The event officially began with opening addresses from Prof Chris Abell, Pro-Vice Chancellor for 
Research, and Prof Patrick Maxwell, Head of the School of Clinical Medicine.  The programme followed 
with a range of excellent talks across a broad spectrum of topics, including: the fundamental biology of 
stem cell development; the physical role of the stem cell environment in brain ageing; the use of stem 
cells in the production of platelets for human transfusion; and a number of presentations examining the 
future applications of stem cell research for therapeutic intervention for diseases such as cancer, liver 
disease and Parkinson’s disease. 



One particular highlight of the Symposium 
was the Topical Debate, which addressed 
the motion that “Stem cell therapies will 
never be curative for adult onset degenerative 
conditions”. Prof Roger Barker argued 
eloquently in support of the motion and 
Prof Malin Parmar proposed compelling 
opposing arguments. After an excellent floor 
discussion the audience voted against the 
motion, concluding there is a bright future 
ahead for future stem cell therapies.

Students and Post-doctoral researchers showcased their science during poster sessions on Wednesday 
and Thursday evening, with selected individuals challenged with presenting their research projects 
to the conference in a ninety second ‘elevator pitch’ to the entire Symposium. A judging panel then 
selected the best posters and pitches who were awarded prizes generously supplied by headline 
sponsor STEMCELL Technologies.  The winning poster pitch was Caroline Busch, PhD Student from the 
University of Glasgow, and the two best posters were Patrick Fortuna, PhD Student from the University 
of Queensland, and Thierry Jarde, Post-doc form Monash University.



In addition to the poster sessions, delegates had time to meet and interact more informally during the 
Gala Dinner at the ever impressive Trinity College.  Under the watchful eye of Henry VIII, students, post-
docs and PIs from around the world shared research stories and anecdotes, as well as email addresses as 
new collaborations and research partnerships formed. 

Programme and conference booklet can be downloaded here.

https://www.stemcells.cam.ac.uk/events/symposium2018
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